HISTORY OF THE NAWWABS OF THE CARNATIC
become the real ra'ls of the Deccan. Salabat Jang has nothing
but the name, and he sits on the throne with their support.
Therefore there can be no comparison between the past and the
present. I am ready to help you in all ways; merely for this
purpose, I have come a long distance from home and chosen
my residence in this place. I have given preference to your
work over the adjustment of my affairs, to such an extent that
in view of the settlement of the affairs of the factory at
Calcutta, I have postponed my arrangements in the suba of
Nellore. Though I have clone all this, yet it behoves us to do
the work befitting the circumstances, prudently, not by force. In
my opinion it seems proper for us to vacate all the forts, and
concentrate our strength as far as possible on the two forts of
Chennapattan and Nattharnagar. Ere long our army will return
from Calcutta and we will by His Grace attain our strength
and power. It is certain that M. Bussy with the Deccan army
and Haydar All Khan will join M. Lally. Muhammad Najl-
bu'llah Khan and qilhdars like Ghulam Murtaza Khan and other
zamindars from the Carnatic will gird up their loins in
union with the French. In these circumstances we must under-
stand that the preservation of the two forts is a blessing. At
present a reply conveying the news of the hope of arrival
of help from home and Calcutta and the offer of such help
that is available here may be sent to console the captain of
Dewnampattan."
George Becket, the members of the council, and
General Lawrence valued greatly this suggestion, wrote accord-
ingly the following letter to the captain of Dewnampattan and
dispatched it:
"It is long since the English ships started from home
towards these parts and the delay in their arrival is probably
due to the failure of winds. News had also reached us
about the return of forces from Calcutta. In former days the
fort of Dewnampattan was preserved by the help of Hazrat-i-
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